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Captain Tanaka opened his eyes, smiled and
closed them again*

" Six steps," he said. " First step : Earn China's
sympathy. Second step : Establish friendly influence
in China. Third step : put forward ever increasing
demands. If necessary, change your friendly influence
to hard guardianship. Fourth step: Exploitation of
China under military control. Fifth step: a Japano-
Chinese Empire, perhaps with Chinese officials in an
advisory capacity. Sixth step: Complete annexation
of China."

"This is indeed a program for a century," Toka
whispered.

"But by no means fantastic. Once it is realised
we can start to think of Europe, America and
Australia. Now, I see an enormous danger for the
program I just outlined; and my influential friends
are of the same opinion."

"Which danger?"

"Yuan Shi Kai. Here is a strong man of
tradition and a purposive organizer. We Japanese
know the possibilities of politicians cast in such mould.
Now he wants to become Emperor of China. Yuan
Shi Kai as Emperor might conceive a plan for China
similar to ours. And it is a bitter necessity for us to
keep China weak. We don't mind a nationalist China
if her nationalism is hostile to the West. Playing up
an ideology of common race and common tasks we
could win over a China of this pattern and keep her
in our leading strings. But if Yuan Shi Kai as
Emperor succeeds to unite China, he sounds the death
knell to our plans. He belonged to the Manchu clique
and they were always anti-Japanese."